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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) A data communications network, comprising: 

an end station; 

a data communications ring configured for spatial reuse; and 

first and second bridges coupled to the ring, the first bridge also being coupled to the end 
station, wherein the second bridge is operative (l)to learn an association between the first bridge 
and the end station, and (2) upon receiving a packet destined for the end station: (i) to forward the 
received packet as a broadcast transmission on the ring in the event that the association between the 
first bridge and the end station has not yet been learned, and (ii) to forward the received packet as a 
unicast transmission to the first bridge on the ring in the event that the association between the first 
bridge and the end station has been learned. 

2. (Original) A data communications network according to claim 1, wherein the end station 
comprises an interworking bridge. 

3. (Original) A data communications network according to claim 2, wherein the intoivorking bridge 
provides transparent LAN services via tiie ring to customers connected to external LAN segments. 

4. (Original) A data communications network according to claim 1, wherein die ring is a resilient 
packet ring. 

5. (Original) A data communications network according to claim 1, wherein the ring is a first ring, 
and fiirther comprising a second ring, the second ring coiq)ling the first bridge to the end statiorL 

6. (Original) A data communications network according to claim 1, wherein the end station is a first 
end station, and fiirther comprising a second end station, tiie second end station being coupled to the 
second bridge, and wherein the first bridge is operative (1) to leam an association between the 
second bridge and the second end station, and (2) upon receiving a padcet destined for the second 
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end station: (i) to forward (he received packet as a broadcast transmission on the ring in the event 
that the association between the second bridge and the second end station has not yet been learned, 
and (ii) to forward the received packet as a unicast transmission to the second bridge on the ring in 
the event that the association between the second bridge and the second end station has been 
learned. 

7. (Original) A data commvuaications netwoik according to claim 6, wherein the first bridge learns 
the association between the second bridge and the second end station by monitoring a broadcast 
transmission of the second bridge on the ring, the broadcast transmission including an identifier of 
the second bridge as an ingress bridge and an address of the second end station as a source of a 
message included in the transmission. 

8. (Original) A data communications network according to claim 6, wherein the ring is a first data 
communications ring, and fiirther comprising (i) a second data communications ring configured for 
spatial reuse, the second ring coupling the second bridge to the second end station, and (ii) a third 
bridge, the third bridge being coupled to both the first and second rings as a backup to the second 
bridge, and wharein the second bridge is operative to send unicast update messages to the third 
bridge enabling the third bridge to keep track of the associations learned by the second bridge, and 
wherein the third bridge is operative upon failure of the second bridge to begin the learning of 
associations and the forwarding of packets on the first ring as broadcast or unicast transmissions 
depending on whether respective associations have been leamed. 

9. (Currently Ammded) A method of operating a data communications network having an end 
station, a data communications ring configured for spatial reuse, and first and second bridges 

I coupled to the ring, the first bridge bemg coupled to th e edge dcvio e end statiorL comprising: 

at the second bridge, learning an association between the first bridge and the end station; and 
at the second bridge, upon receiving a packet destined for the end station: (i) forwarding the 
received packet as a broadcast transmission on the ring in the event ttiat the association between the 
first bridge and the end station has not yet been learned, and (ii) forwarding the received padcet as a 
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unicast transmission to ttie first bridge on the ring in the event that the association between the first 
bridge and the end station has been learned. 

10. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein the end station comprises an interwoiking 
bridge. 

11. (Original) A method according to claim 10, wherein the interwoiking bridge provides 
transparent LAN services via the ring to customers connected to external LAN segments. 

12. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein the ring is a resilient packet ring. 

13. (Original) A mediod according to claim 9, wherein the ring is a first ring, and wherein the 
network fiirflier comprises a second ring, die second ring coupling the first bridge to the end station. 

14. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wherein the end station is a first end station, and 
wherein the n^work fiuth^ includes a second end station, the second end station being coupled to 
the second bridge, and fiirthor comprising: 

at the first bridge, learning an association between the second bridge and the second end 
station; and 

at the first bridge, irpon receiving a packet destijied for the second end station: (i) forwarding 
the received packet as a broadcast transmission on the ring in the event that the association between 
the second bridge and the second end station has not yet been leamed, and (ii) forwarding the 
received packet as a unicast transmission to the second bridge on the ring in the event that the 
association between the second bridge and the second end station has been leamed. 

15. (Original) A method according to claim 14, wherein the first bridge leains the association 
between the second bridge and the second end station by monitoring a broadcast transmission of the 
second bridge on the ring, the broadcast transmission including an identifier of the second bridge as 

-4- 

WEIKOARTEN, SCHUROM, 
GACNEBIN t, LEBOVia LLP 
TEL (617) 542-2290 
FAX. (617)451-0313 

PAGE 6/21 - RCVD AT 2/8/2006 2:36:03 PM {Eastern Standard Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-6r)1 ' ONIS:273S300 * C8(D:6 176950892 - DURATION <iiifn-S5):06<«) 



02/08/2006 14:37 FAX 6176950892 



WSGL 



@007 



Application No. 10/074,600 
Filed: February 12,2002 
TC Art Unit: 2157 
Confirmation No.: 4837 

an ingress bridge and an address of the second end station as a source of a message included in the 
broadcast transmission. 

16. (Original) A method according to claim 14, wherein the ring is a first data conmiunicattons ring, 
and wherein the network further comprises a second data communications ring configured for 
spatial reuse, the second ring coupling the second bridge to the second end station, and a fliird 
bridge, the tfiird bridge being coupled to both the first and second rings as a backup to Ifae second 
bridge, and further comprising: 

at the second bridge, sending unicast iqxlate messages to the third bridge enabling the third 
bridge to keep track of the associations learned by the second bridge; and 

at the third bridge, upon failure of the second bridge, beginning the learning of associations 
and the forwarding of packets on the first ring as broadcast or unicast transmissions depending on 
whether respective associations have been learned. 
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